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44°C LEFT SO/SEC LEFT BEATING 30°C SIMULTANEOUS 3°/SEC LEFT BEATING
A 55-year-old man came to the office with a history of tinnit us in the right ear of 5 years' duration and episodic vertigo for 2 years; the vertiginous episodes had increased in frequency and ' severity over the previous 8 weeks , Prior to the onset of his dizzy spells, the patient had experienced a fluctua ting hearing loss and intermittent aural fullness in the right ear. The family history was positive for heari ng loss. The man was also hyperc holestero lemic, and he had undergone coro nary artery bypass surgery. Electronystagmography showed a left-beating nystagmus in the left lateral position. The caloric nystagmu s was not "clean," but the direction and veloci ty of the nystagmus was appreciated. There was a 27% directional preponderance to the right and a 0% reduced vestibular response. The simultaneous bilateral bithermal response revea led a type 3 left-beating nystagmus. While the caloric results are not localizing, these results are consistent with a peripheral vestibular disorder.
